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lands, in spite of the severe winter, the summer is extremely
warm, and partly owing to the long hours of sunlight, plant
life seems to go forward with great intensity during June,
July, and August. One traveller aptly described the Siberian
climate thus: "There is the Siberia of snow and ice, and the
Siberia of blood heat."
The possibilities of agriculture vary according to soils and
local climatic conditions in exactly the same way as the forest
growth varies. The damper climate and the cold, glacial
soils of the west are less favourable to the growth of crops than
some of the higher and better-drained land east of the Yenessei,
where the ripening of rye and barley is assisted by the drier
and less cloudy summers, while along the southern edge of the
Central Siberian Plateau the south-facing slopes of the hills
provide excellent summer pastures for the herds of the nomadic
Buryat-Mongol peoples.
Within recent years the application of scientific technique
to agriculture has proved that certain crops can be grown
far to the north, even within the Arctic Circle. The severe
climate and the poor podsol soils certainly provide the farmer
with numerous difficulties. But it is now an established fact
that the native peoples, the men in the lumber camps, and
the workers in the mines and at the newly developed Arctic
ports can be assured of a regular supply of essential foods from
local resources. Rye, hay, vegetables, and potatoes are now
grown in areas where, only a few years ago, the reindeer and
fish were the only food resources available.
Life and Work in the Lands of the North
The native population is divided into about twenty-six
national groups, each with its own language and customs (see
Chapter VI). Some live mainly by hunting and fishing, while
others keep herds of reindeer. The Yakuts, in the Far East,
who are now rapidly developing agriculture in their forested
country, have for long kept small herds of cattle on the
meadowlands near the rivers. Until the Soviet Government
reorganized the economy of the north, the main items of food